
General admission is free and drinks and refreshment will be available from bar and kitchen.

View from the Touchline
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NEWS FROM THE TOUCHLINE 
What a change in the weather. A great summer 
and definitely Autumn now. Rugby weather, but we 
certainly will not be playing competitive rugby until 
next year at the earliest. With a second spike in COVID 
underway, we are going backwards in terms of what 
we can do in our leisure time. The new measures for 
Essex will have a detrimental effect on the club. 

MARQUEE REQUIRED 
We can no longer open the bar unless we serve 
outside. We need a Marquee for the patio to provide 
shelter and allow us to abide by the rules so that 
we can serve people outside. When the rules are 
relaxed we will still need the marquee to increase the 
numbers we can house under cover. Looking ahead to 
a time without Covid fears, we need the extra space on 
a Sunday in particular and for lunches at the club on 
Saturdays. IT WILL BE WELL USED. 

Senior rugby has been back training twice a week for 
several months and the mini and junior sections got 
going at the beginning of September. It has taken a lot 
of organisation and hard work from a lot of people but 
we are open and catering to over 300 players. 

SENIOR RUGBY 
Head coach, Neil Gaffan and his team, have been 
working hard to provide fun training within the 
restraints of RFU guidelines. So far over 70 people 
have been training, with over 10 new players and 
a number coming back from retirement. He is 
immensely frustrated not to be able to plan for a start 
to the league season, as are the players. He has been 
promoting the ‘#one club’ ethos which has been really 
well received. A number of colts have been regularly 
training and enjoying mixing with the seniors and the 
excellent coaching. Some of the senior players are 
now helping coaching on a Sunday.  

10 A SIDE TOURNAMENT 
Recently a 10 a side touch rugby tournament took 
place at the club under floodlights with over 70 taking 
to the field in a series of short matches. Watched by a 
number of people it was a great evening only marred 

by not being able to on mass crowd into the bar for a 
great atmosphere afterwards. 

CAMBRIDGE 
Recently, the seniors travelled to Cambridge to play 
a touch rugby match with a few colts taking part as 
well. This was a great chance to actually play in a 
competitive match which all the players really enjoyed 

MINI’S AND JUNIOR RUGBY 
This got underway at the beginning of September and 
took a lot of work to get compliant with the safety of 
parents and kids at the top of the agenda. Discussing 
with parents, it looks as if we have succeeded and 
created a safe environment for their children to play 
rugby. The kids need to be active and particularly with 
the issues surrounding Covid, the club are performing 
an important function to help provide normality to 
parents and kids alike. 

This has involved a lot of hard work from too many 
to thank individually. In my conversations we were 
compared to some other clubs in a very favourable 
light and the coaches got a lot of praise. We really 
do have a great bunch of coaches, all enthusiastic, 
all doing a great job to keep the players interested, 
safe and improving their skills. Every coach I spoke 
to voiced their players frustration at not being able to 
play with contact. 

We still need to ensure that all safe guarding 
guidelines are adhered to and we need to over the long 
term ensure that we have the best trained coaches in 
the area. We have a very good basis to work from with 
25 kids per age group being an average. 

It was also good to speak to a number of coaches who 
love training the kids and being at the club. 

We are looking for a sponsor who could have their 
company logo’s plastered all over the marquee. Please 
make contact if you might be interested to discuss. 
Kevin Moll 0789379829.  

Despite that cheery start to this newsletter the club is 
doing what it is supposed to , and is providing rugby 
training from age 6 up to the seniors, albeit under 
strict guidelines and no contact.  

THE BAR 
Our biggest income is from the bar in a normal year. 
This has been severely dented since March. David 
Brewer and his bar staff have done a great job of 
dealing with the regulations and providing as good a 
service as the club can. We were doing snacks and 
hot drinks and the bar wasbeing run as brilliantly as 
always. David has introduced an app that allows you 
to order and pay from your phone. We cannot open 
the bar unless we serve people outside now. Thus the 
urgent need for the marquee to provide shelter 

KEEPING THE GROUND IN GOOD ORDER 
Sniper continues to do a great job with the pitches, an 
even better job with the new mower. Volunteers are 
regularly cutting and trimming the bits around the 
club and drive, and recently the ditches and boundary 
hedges have been smartened up by a local farmer, 
Tom Magnus. 

IMPROVEMENTS 
Glenn Cassidy, after doing a lot of work on the training 
pitch floodlights has now completed work on the club 
electrics to bring them up to date. An important step 
forward. 

There is still much to do and 20 tonnes of road 
chippings have arrived to help us repair the holes in 
the drive. 

THE DRAINAGE 
We will shortly be indebted to Iain Ford of Ford Homes 
who has volunteered to put in the new drainage 
plant. We will have to pay for the materials, but Iain is 
offering his building services at no charge. Iain’s son 
is playing for the Under 14’s and Iain himself played 
rugby at the club in his twenty’s. At a time when our 
finances are stretched this is very welcome news. The 
club is indebted to his generosity. 

SHOWERS APPEAL 
This seems to have taken an age to get sorted. So 
in some ways I am pleased we don’t yet need them. 
Quotes have had to be changed and requoted and it 
is my hope that we will firstly be able to confirm the 
contractor who will undertake the work and before 
Christmas have the work completed. 

The appeal has been very heartening. One or two 
cheques for a £1000 pounds have come in and there 
have been many lessor donations but all of them 
gratefully received. Between money received and 
pledges made, we have about £12,000. We still need 
more, but we have enough to get the work done 
with the aid of someone willing to lend the club the 
shortfall until the club are in a position to pay it back. 
So, the money will still need to be paid back. If anyone 
would like to discuss making a donation, please get in 
touch. Those who have answered the call at a time of 
need, a massive thank you to you all. 

ON LINE CLUB SHOP  
A lot of parents, and players have been going on line 
and ordering a variety of kit, from playing kit to casual 
wear. Via a company STC based in Stowmarket, who 
use only UK manufactured goods, People who got and 
paid for club kit last year will see some big savings. 
Could be a good place to get Christmas presents 

https://touchlinestores.co.uk/collections/saffron-
walden-rfc  

 

INCOME 
It is difficult. 

Sponsorship is suffering as we haven’t got the full 
package to offer with no matches. 

Playing subs are vital. So, please organise to pay your 
children’s subs if you haven’t already done so and 
senior players, keep up the good work of getting those 
subs paid. Thank you to all of you who have. 

Vice Presidents; Thank you to all of you who continue 
to pay your subs. For those of you who have lapsed or 
would like to join, please get in touch. 

Income has never been more important. It is 
estimated that after Covid, the nation may lose as 
much as 20% of our amateur clubs. We have an 
important community role to play and membership 
fees are a crucial part of the solvency jigsaw. 

SPONSORSHIP 
Going out with this email is a list of sponsorship 
opportunities. I would ask you to do 2 things. 

Firstly, would you like to sponsor the club in any way? 
Or, if you are not a paid up member, would you like to 
be? 

Secondly, do you know anyone who you think would 
like to sponsor the club? 

With the current climate, we appreciate that times 
will be difficult for many of you. But if you are able, we 
would love to hear from you. With such a disjointed 
season, we are open to discussions to start a sponsors 
relationship with the club. 

WHAT WE HOPE TO ACHIEVE THIS SEASON 
With competitive rugby unlikely to take place until next 
year, it is difficult to have ambition for playing results. 

I believe the organisation of the club is improving all 
the time. However, we still need a few more volunteers 
to help us organise aspects of the club better. 

Coaching; We have great coaches throughout the 
club. Internally, we are looking to offer support and 
improvement for the benefit of all. 

Clubhouse and facilities; We will have a better club 
house than at the start of the season. Ongoing 
decorations, upgraded electrics, new showers, new 
drainage, better training floodlights. 

Club spirit; with the one club ethos and an 
appreciation that throughout the club we make a 
difference to lots of people I see a club emerging that 
will grow for great reasons. 

This has been a really difficult time for everyone. It 
has been tough for the club. Nonetheless we are 
coming through the covid crisis and doing the best 
we can to provide rugby to a large number of people. 
The weather will get worse, it will get colder, but if we 
approach the next few months with the same attitude 
we started the season, I know we will come through 
with flying colours. 

DESPITE ALL THE PROBLEMS, WE 
AS A CLUB ARE DOING A GREAT JOB 

UNDER VERY TRYING CICUMSTANCES 

Kevin Moll President 
Kevin.moll@hotmail.co.uk


